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ANTI-CONVERSTON PETITION 


GOVERNOR IN COUN CIL OF BOMBAY. 
WITH A COMMENT. e 
[From the OFiental Christian Spectator.} * 


The duty devolves ,upon'us of laying before our readers, an extraordinary 
document, lately pfesented by some of the natives to the Governor in Council 
of this place. Though it has been disguised by European supervision,—not 
that we are happy to say, connected with the honorable bar of ‘our Supreme 
Court,—its features are too marked te escape observation; and its demands 
are too astounding, and directly opposed to the principles of eternal right, to 
meet with the slightest compliance. We have no wrathful feeling towards 
its originators; but we do regret tosee them follow a course, which, in our 
calmest judgment, appears to us to be directed by intolerance and injustice, 


opposed to the interests of truth, injurious to their fellow-men, destructive of 


‘tthe salutary influence which it is desirable they should ‘exercise in the native 
community, and calculated to impair the respect which is accorded to them by 
their European friends. We have for months pursued a most conciliatory 
course towards them, under unexampled provocation; and it is a regard to 
our own legitimate defence, and the cause of Christian philanthropy, in the 
eyes of those whose information is limited, which now compels us publicly to 
examine their complaints, and to discuss the merits of the petition which they 
have addressed to the authorities. While we do this, we are more anxious 
to awaken their consciences, than to arouse their anger, and more desirous to 
-see them brought to an acknowledgement of their errors, and an amendment 
of their ways, than to inflict upon them the slightest injury. 
The petition is as follows: — 


To The Hon’sie Srr James Rivert Carnac, Barr. 
Governor and President in Council, &c. &c &c. 
| ) ) Bombay. 
‘The Respectful Memorial of the undersigned 


Hindoo, Parsee, and Mahomodan Inhabit- 


" ants of Bombay. 


Hon’ble Sir,—We are deeply concerned that-our first public address to you 
should be on a subject which has created the greatest alarm and distrust in 
the minds of the Native Community of this Presidency, which has agitated 
amongst them the strongest feelings of which man is susceptible; we should 

| J | 
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have infinitely preferred in the outset of your Excellency's career as ruler 
over this extensive division of India, to have assured you that our minds were 
as free from trouble, as our hearts are overflowing in sentiments of respectful 
attachment to your person; but when we tell you that a direct and most un- 
warrantable attack has been made upon our religion by the Missionaries and 
countenanced by high authority in this Presidency, we are sure your Excel- 
lency will admit that we have just grounds for the alarm and dismay that have 
go generally. prevailed amongst.us.. To the great cry of late years educate the 
natives, we have responded with heart and hand, little dreaming that under 
the cloak of education, the work of conversion was insidiously to be carried 
on. We felt deeplygrateful for the interest manifested in our welfare, by the 
enlarged means of education placed at our disposal, and fondly looked for- 
ward to the time when by those means we might be elevated in the scale of 
society, and rendered fit to share in the rewards and labours of our European 
brethren. But the discovery we have made that religious rather than tempo- 
ral, instruction is the object in view, has crushed all our expectations, and we 
cannot but look with fear and distrust upon institutions, which have hitherto 
commanded our respect, and been the means’ of largely disseminating the 
blessings of education. it 

94. The support and encouragement lately given to the different Mission- 
ary institutions on this side of India, have occasioned in us the greatest sur- 
prise and concern, for hitherto it had been the ruling principle with Govern- 
ment, to deprecate in the strongest manner any direet countenance being 
given by any of its servants to the different missions. ‘They were received 
with silent respect and permitted uninterruptedly to follow the instructions of 
their employers, but neither countenance nor support were vouchsafed to them 
by the Governors of India ; latterly, however, there have been symptoms of a 
different policy equally destructive to the peace of society, and the loyal at- 
tachment of the people of this country towards their rulers. In illustration 
of the principles pursued by. Government towards the natives of India, in 
regard to that which they venerate the most.their religion, we may call to your 
Excellency’s recollection the historical fact, that the first American Mission- 
aries that arrived at Caleutta, were not permitted to land in the British Ter- 
ritories, and were consequently obliged to live at the Danish Settlement of 
Sirampor. This humane and considerate policy has been gradually departed 
from in proportion as English power has become more firmly rooted in India ; 
and in contrast with the fact stated above, we may now mention that Mission- 
aries are allowed to proceed to all parts or the country to station themselves 
in places which are held in. particular veneration, as Nasick, &c., and there to 
revile in the most unmeasured terms all that we hold dear and most sacred in 
our religion and its observances ; these indignities from which we were once 
protected, we are now compelled patiently to submit to, there being no legal 
redress for wrongs of this nature, although the most grievous and afflicting, and 
the most difficult to be borne with moderation. Missionary schools are now ex- 
tending themselves in all directions, having for their ostensible wbject the edu- 
cation of the natives, but for their real object the conversion of the native 
youth, whom the poor and the ignorant may commit to their charge. To these 
schools children of both sexes have been sent with a view to their receiving 
practical education, their parents and families but little dreaming that the 
doctrine of the Christian religion were to be the principal subject of instruc- 
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tien, or that their children would be the daily listeners to artful and insidious 
strictures on their own religion. The minds_ of these young “children, 
which are not well acquainted with the principles and evidences of their own 
religion, and are incapable of reasoning upon such subjects, are strongly sus- 
ceptible of receiving new impressions and prejudices. They are gradually, 
and by a variety of artifices enticed, on the one hand, to attend the churches 
and places of Christian worship, and on the other to neglect and disregard the 
observances of their own faith, till at length they are persuaded in a public 
manner to renounce their first talon to the surprise and distress of all their 
relatives, and to the lasting disgrace and infamy of the whole family. ‘The 
alienation of all affectionate feeling for his relatives which is necessarily pro- 
duced on the mind of a convert, has received an awful illustration in the case 
of Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee, one of the two Parsee boys recently converted to 
Christianity, and who with the view of defeating the endeavours of his family 
to obtain through the aid of the Supreme Court possession of ‘hhis person, did 
not hesitate to deny his own mother, and unblushingly to swear to her death, 
whilst she is yet living to deplore that life of degradation into’ which she has 
been plunged by the conduct of her own offspring, and whose identity and 
existence are fully established by the affidavit here with appended, thereby 
exhibiting that total want of moral rectitude in this convert to Christianity, 
which by all castes” and persuasion is viewed with equal horror and disgrace. 
That beautiful, precept of the Christian creed, ‘ Honor thy Father and Mo- 
ther,” is totally disregarded towards us by the Missionaries, for j in their mis- 
fn zeal for the conversion of the natives to their own faith, they hesitate 
not to place the religious tenets of a parent in ridicule and contempt before his 
child, thus alienating the affections of our offspring and teaching them to des- 
pise a abandon their own natural protectors. But the evil consequences of 
the acts of the Missionaries end not here, for the parents and family of a con- 
vert are amongst the Native Soci aeney disgraced and dishonoured for ever, 
and in the case of a Hindoo, the wife is rendered for life a cheerless and heart- 
broken widow. This is a picture of misery, we are sure, your Excellency will 
view with the greatest commiseration, and yet it is one which our painful duty 
compels us to inform you, is in daily progress before you, and one which will 
have no end unless you in your goodness step forward to assist us in stulewPl tas 
relief. 
3d. Whilst the distress thus brought on whole families and the cruelty of 
persisting in it are so manifest to every feeling mind, we may be permit- 
ted to add, we doubt whether the cause of Christianity itself can be thereby 
in any way advanced, for it may easily be imagined that the impressions pro- 
duced on the mind before its reasoning powers are fully developed, are weak and 
transitory, and the new doctrines received by the young are often abandoned 
when, cut off from their own people, they are thrown loose on society devoid 
of rank, honor, and faith; they then but too frequently imbibe the low dis- 
gusting vices of the Christian, without acquiring any of the virtues that dis- 
tinguish the European character. That this is a true picture of the state of 
the native converts, is well known to every person, who has ever been in 
India; witness the native Christians of Salsette, Goa, Travancore, and else- 
where, but if attempts to make converts were confined to men of full age and 
understanding whilst we might deplore, we could not complain of the labours 
. of the Missionaries, and if any of our adult population capable of sound 
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reflection embraced the Christian faith, we could only fament their infatuation 
and pray that their desertion from their own religion might be forgiven them ; 
but when we see every endeavour made to seduce our young children from 
their own faith, and the most insidious means employed to induce them to de- 
sert their families and embrace foreign creeds, and opinions, when we see every 
unfair advantage taken as well of their youth and helplessness, as of the con- 
fidence placed by their parents in all schools existing under the immediate 
eyes of Government, when to this is added that its highest officers are to be’ 
seen taking part in the work of conversion, and associating with the Mission- 
aries in all their labours, when again we have but too good reason for believing 
that temporal rewards have been held forth as inducements, and that even the 
passions of these young children have been tampered with to effect the end 
in view, we cannot but think it time to step forward and complain to your 
Excellency as the head of the Government of this Presidency, of conduct so 
cruel and oppressive towards us; but we are at loss to comprehend what bene- 
fits are expected to flow to society from the labours of a body of men, who are 
actively employed in breaking up whole families, in setting father against son, 
and son against father ; and in causing uneasiness and distrust in a whole com- 
munity, unchecked by the consideration that the laws and customs, which bind: 
us are totally different from those, which goverm European nations. From the 
early age at which marriages take place in this country, it constantly happens: 
that sons, who are still amenable to their fathers, and look to them for support 
and maintenance, are themselves the fathers of families of perhaps two or 
three children, who are again either betrothed or actually married, and thus in 
the event of any of our children whose offspring may be betrothed being per- 
suaded to turn from the religion of their people, they not only in our eyes. 
risk their own. eternal happiness, but they bring down upon their numerous: 
connections lasting disgrace and infamy. ‘Those who have betrothed or mar- 
ried their children to the children of the apostate, curse the day they became 
connected with such a family and discord, and disgrace are thus introduced. 
into more more families than one. The minds of the whole community will 
become unsettled and many in their ignorance will believe, that England con- 
templates the forcible conversion of the inhabitants of her empire in the 
East, for it will be difficult to explain to them the narrow distinction between: 
forcible conversion, and that which is brought about by promises that the 
temporal welfare of the natives depends upon theis embracing the faith of 
these Christian teachers: : 


4th. We know it would be difficult to shake the loyalty and attachment 
entertained by the native population for the British Rule, but it must not be 
disguised from your. Excellency, that if the functionaries of Government are 
to be permitted unchecked to indulge their intemperate zeal for the conversion 
of our young children, an uneasiness and distress will become prevalent 
amongst the Native Community, which must end in weakening their impres-- 
sions of the justice and impartiality of the British Government. Were we 
not fearful of occupying too much of your Excellency’s time, we might here 
adduce the opinions of the greatest Indian Statesmen, on the impolicy and 
injustice of in any way interfering with the religion of the country. We 
allude more particularly to Sir Thomas Munro, Sir John Malcolm, and our 
late most beloved Governor the Hon’ble Mountstuart Elphinstone, who has: 
left on the records of your Government, many proofs of the vital importance 
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he attached to this subject. But a different spirit has prevailed since the days: 
of these great men, and although we are far from disputing the conscientious: 
motives or rectitude of purpose, which have more recently guided the policy 
of Government in matters of religious interference, yet we cannot refrain. 
from condemning it as highly injudicious, as exciting much uneasiness and dis- 
satisfaction in the public mind, and also as entirely overlooking the fundamen- 
tal principle of British Rule, ‘“‘ the compact to which the Government stands 
solemnly pledged, strict neutrality.’’ We quote the words of Lord Bentinck, 
We have been told that a distinction must be drawn between the public and 
private acts of a Governor, but we contend that there can be no such se para- 
tion in the acts of one holding so high and important an office, nor can such 
a distinction be reasonably understood or assented to by the natives of India. 


We have already made a quotation from Lord Béntinck’s answer to the address. 


of the Missionaries of Calcutta on his leaving India, but the whole paragraph 
is so fraught with wisdom and the soundest policy, and is so forcibly appli- 
cable to the subject of our present address, that we cannot but present it for 
your Excellency’s notice. 

‘‘] have the more reason to feel flattered by your kindness upon this occa- 


sion, in as much as it proceeds from those, with whom, in their public capacity,. 


1 have carefully abstained from holding any communication. The professed 
object of your lives and labours is conversion. The fundamental principle 
of British rule, the compact to which the Government stands solemnly pledg- 
ed is strict neutrality. Of this important maxim, policy, as well as good 
faith, have enjoined upon me the most scrupulous observance. Because, be- 
sides disarming the disloyal of his most powerful means of mischief, it tends 
to give contentment of mind to the good, and to form into one firm bulwark 
of defence, the confidence and attachment of the whole population. The 
same maxim of strict neutrality is particularly applicable to the question, now 
so much agitated, of general education. I venture to give it as my firm opi- 
nion, that in all the schools and colleges under the support of Government, 
this principle cannot be too strongly enforced; and that all interference or 
injudicious tampering with the religions belief of the students, and all ming- 
ling, direct or indirect, of Christianity with the system of instruction, ought 
to be positively forbidden.” 

‘It is held, I know, by many that the improvement of the human mind ‘in 
India, if unaccompanied by instruction in a purer faith, is calculated to de- 
stroy that which exists, without substitutimg any in its place, One of our best 
and most useful Prelates, the late Bishop Turner thought otherwise. His was 
an opinion, in which the Moosulman, the Hindoo, and the Christian, all in fact 
who believe their faiths to be true, ought to join, that the more the mind is 
enlightened, the better able it will be to appreciate religious and every 
other truth. 

“There is, I understand, in England, a large class of excellent persons, who 
consider as a compromise of principle, the protection offorded to the religions: 
of the country, and would gladly induce more active interference on the part 
of the ruling power in the diffusion of Christianity. They may be assured 
_ that a more grievous error could not be entertained. The recollection of past 
ages, when conversion by whatever means; by fire and sword if persuasion 
failed, was the first care of the conqueror, is not obliterated from the memory 
or apprehension of the people; and the greatest obstacle to the cause they 
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espouse would be the distrust any decided intervention of the supreme autho- 
rity, would inevitably create. The extension of episcopacy was not without 
objection as involving the great principle of neutrality. Known as this great 
dignitary is, to derive his office from the crown, and bearing always the rank 
and character of one of the highest officers of the state, it is difficult for the 
public to see him in the capacity of Head and patron of the church Mis- 
sionaries, without having the suspicion that the Government must have some 
connection with or interest in their proceedings. We may rely with confi- 
dence in the exercise of the greatest caution in this respect on the part of 
our excellent diocesan, but the caution is now, and will always be particularly 
called for.’’ 

5th. How just these words are late events at this Presidency have fully 
shown, for on occasion of the two Parsee boys having deserted their early 
faith by the unauthorized mixture of religious with that of temporal education, 
which their parents and friends believed they were alone receiving, several 
hundred boys, Hindoos, Mahomedans, and Parsees, were immediately with- 
drawn from the mission schools; and the greatest distrust took the place of 
that confidence, which formerly existed with respect to all institutions for the 
education of the natives. The whole proceedings connected with the con- 
version of the two Parsee children, Dhunjechhoy Nowrojee and Hormajee Pes- 
tonjee, are fraught with very evil consequences to the peace of the country, 
and the affectionate attachment, which the people ought to feel for their 
rulers. The decision of Her Majesty’s Supreme Court also, in this case, -has 
occasioned the utmost alarm and dissatisfaction to the general community, as 
it appears that the Judge was entirely guided by the English law, and never 
gave one moment’s consideration to the circumstances of the case, and the 
peculiar laws and customs that govern the people, whose interest and welfare 
‘were involved in the question before him; and this, (however will it might 
accord with the law, the Judge was bound to administer) we must affirm is 
sn direct contradiction to the declared intentions of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and the British Legislature, for we find that the Select Committee ap- 
pointed by the House of Commons to enquire into East Indian affairs in 
August 1832, have left this remarkable declaration on their proceedings. 

«On a large view of the state of Indian Legislature, and of the improve- 
ments of which it is susceptible, it is recognised as an indisputable principle, 
that the interests of the native subjects are to be consulted in preference to 
those of Europeans whenever the two come into competition ; and that there- 
fore the laws ought to be adopted rather to the feelings and habits of the na- 


— tives than to those of Europeans.” 


6th. We need not tell your Excellency that in the case now brought to 
your especial notice, the above principles were wholly forgotten. No con- 
sideration was shewn to our feelings, and our religion was scoffed at, with- 
out the slightest protection to us on the par: of the then existing authorities. 
Their good wishes, their almost open assistance, was given to our adversaries, 
and when the case was before Her Majesty's Supreme Court of Judicature ; 
Troops were introduced into the Fort, and their arms ostentatiously piled 
within sight of the Court House, notwithstanding that the most influential 
persons of all Castes had pledged themselves to the Government that. the 
public peace would not be infringed. Your Excellency may scarcely be 
aware that Marathee Schools have been established in several parts of the 
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Poonah Collectorate, under the auspices cf Government, in which Mission- 
ary Tracts and Books have been and are publicly allowed to be read and 
circulated. We respectfully submit that this is a violation of that principle 
of non-interference in religion which has guided, and which ought to guide, 
, the Government of this country, and which was so strongly inculeated by 
that great statesman, Mr. Elphinstone, when he founded the institution of 
the ‘“‘ Native Education Society.’’ We feel the deepest gratitude towards the 
British Government for the blessings of peace and security which we now 
enjoy, and especially for the enlightened views of British Rulers in matters 
of religion so urgently enforced by repeated warnings and decisions, much 
to the honor of the Honourable the East India Company. 


7th. And now, Honorable Sir, we hope that the prayer of this our me- 
morial will receive from your Excellency all the suppert it is in your power 
to give, and that you will be pleased to recommend in the strongest terms to 
the Right Honorable the Governor General, and the Legislative Council of 
India, the adoption of enactments as may make the law correspond with the 
repeated pledges of Government, and thereby afford us due protection in the 
free and uninterrupted enjoyment of our religious usages, and customs; we 
only desire that effect should be given to the spirit aud intention of the 
British Parliament, as specified in three and four Gulielmi 4, Class 85, 
Section 85, which states :— | 

‘¢ Whereas the removal and restrictions on the intercourse of Europeans 
with the said Territories will render it necessary to provide against any 
mischiefs or dangers that may arise therefrom, be it therefore enacted, that 
the said Governor General in Council shall, and he is hereby required, by 
Laws or Regulations, to provide with all convenient speed for the protec- 
tion of the natives of the said Territories from insult and outrage in their 
persons, religions, or opinions.” 

Ist. We therefore pray of your Excellency, that you will be pleased to re- 
quest the Legislative Council of India, to pass a Law which shall place the 
Christian Missionaries who resort to this country on such a footing with refer- 
ence to the people of India, that no such case as recently happened can occur 
again, without redress being afforded through the medium of a Court of 
Law to the injured and afflicted family, and in particular that no Mission- 
ary or other schools shall be established in the interior without the pre- 
vious sanction of the Governor in Council, and that no Missionary or other 
person shall be permitted to interfere or tamper with the religion of a na- 
tive child, under twenty-one years of age, except with the express and ex- 
plicit sanction in writing, of the parent or legal guardians of such child. 


2nd. And further that if any person after the full age of twenty-one years 
shall become a convert to the Christian or other faith, he shall not be cap- 
able of exercising any power or control over his wife or children, and shall 
be liable to provide a reasonable sum for their maintenance; and also that 
he shall forfeit all right and title to inherit the family or ancestorial pro- 
perty of his parents, except such portion thereof as may be bequeathed to him 
by Will, and that the provisions of the Act may be guarded by proper pe- 
nalties to be enforced in any Court of Justice in India. 

ord. And that as there is a very earnest and craving desire on the part 
of the native population to receive instruction and acquire all the rudiments 
‘of useful education, we hope your ‘Excellency ‘will be pleased to urge up- 
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on the Government of India the propriety of sanctioning the establishment 
of schools on the same principles as guide the management of the ‘“ Native 
Education Society,’ at the principal stations and cities on this side of In- 
dia, and more especially in places where the Missionaries have opened schools, 
by which the blessings of education will be widely disseminated without the 
risk of convulsing the country by attempts at conversion, through the means 
of the much desired acquirement cf knowledge.—And as in duty bound we 
shall ever pray. 


Bombay, November, 1839. 


We regret that in our remarks, we cannot altogether be guided by the 
sequence of the paragraphs of the petition, which areremarkably confused 
in their order, and declamatory in composition. We shall not overlook, how- 
ever, any of the topics to which it adveris. 

1. The account which the petitioners give of the feelings dittertadsiody in 
the native community relative to the subject of their address, is most errone- 
ous. The “alarm and distrust” of which they speak, has been far from being 
‘general; and where it does exist, it has arisen principally from the refusal of 
the people to re-echo the cry of persecution raised by the illiberal and tyrrani- 
cal few, rather than from any sense of injury inflicted on the many by the 
friends of the Christian cause. Of the correctness of what we now aver, 
every candid person in Bombay, who has eyes to see and ears to hear, must be 
well aware. Little stress is to be laid on what the petitioners state in sup- 
port of their averment, that on the occasion of the conversion of the Parsi 
youth “several hundred boys, Hindoos, Mahommedans, and Parsees were im- 
mediately withdrawn from the Mission Schools.” The number of pupils re- 
moved from the General Assembly’s Institution, was exactly 234; and they 
were rather driven away than withdrawn. Many of their parents and guardi- 
ans have respectfully apologized for the step which the rage and threats of 
their superiors compelled them to take ; and not a few have restored their wards 
to the enjoyment of the privilege of Christian and general instruction which 
they formerly enjoyed. The loss sustained by the seminary has already been 
repaired to the amount of 85 scholars; and it now contains 135 pupils, while 
there is the reasonable prospect of a gradual increase. What is worthy of 
particular notice, is that the attendance at the vernacular schools of the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s Mission, which are under the same superintendence as the 
English Institution, has considerably encreased since the prosecution of Dr. 
Wilson in the Supreme Court, and this notwithstanding that several warnings 
and remonstrances were printed and circulated throughout the city, in which 
it was declared that “doubtless calamities happened to the Hindt religion 
from the sword of the Musalmans, but greater calamities than these will oc- 
cur from the books and schools of the Padres,” and in which the promise 
was given that schools in abundance should be erected in which the na- 
tive religions should be taught. Were more liberal funds at the disposal 
of the Missionaries, for the support of teachers, there would be no limit 
tothe scholars. The people know that the Missionaries deal with them fairly 
and honestly, and not a few of them consider them to be their best friends. 
Dr. Wilson was hailed by many of them, in different parts of the city, because 
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the decision of the Court was in favour of religious liberty; and his minis- 
trations, and those of his fellow-labourers of all denominations, however cor- 
dially they may be hated by the petitioners, are not less highly valued by the 
community at this moment than they have ever been since their commence- 
ment. It is notorious that the demand for bibles and tracts has lately en- 
creased both in Bombay, and other towns of the Presidency; and that the 
natives continue to come forward to profess their faith in Christ, and to soli- 
cit admission into the Christian church. Of these facts, the petitioners seem 
to be wellaware. What is “the picture of misery,” in their view, they say 
more truthfully than elegantly to the Governor in Council, is in “ daily pro- 
gress before you, and one which will have no end, unless you in your good- 
ness step forward to obtain relief.” 


2.. “To the great cry of late years, Educate the Natives,” say the petition- 
ers, “we have responded with heartand hand, little dreaming that under the 
cloak of education, the work of conversion was insiduously to be carried on.” 
“ Missionary schools,” they add, “ are now extending themselves in all direc- 
tions, having fer their ostensible object the education of the natives, but for 
their real object the conversion of the native youth, whom the poor and the 
ignorant may commit to their charge.” What their “dreams” may have been we 
cannot, of course, divine; but most certainly, the principal complainants, when 
they were in the Supreme Court in May last, completely failed to, cs‘ablish 
the truth of what they now aver. “That defendant,” said the Judge, “if not 
by advertisements, yet by the course of public examination, and many other 
things conclusively proved to-day, is cleared from the imputation of clandes- 
time proceedings, is most clear ; but I think, touse Mr. Advocate General’s 
words, that the respectable Parsee gentlemen have been sleeping* over the 
intimations given.” According te their own account, their countrymen are 
not yet awake. If they are really still in their slumbers, we believe that some- 
thing more than missionary reports, speeches, and sermons, which are full 
of professions respecting endeavours to lead the natives to embrace Christiani- 
ty,—and more than conversions effected through the instrumentality of mission- 
aries,—and more than the intimations of the editors of native newspapers, 
and the thundering warnings of Panchayats, are necessary to arouse them. 
We suppose that when they do become awake, some of them may be more 
formidable to our opponents then when they were in an attitude of repose. 
The following are extracts from a note by an educated native of respectabili- 
ty, which was brought to us by three pupils who were this day received under 
our own charge. “I amvery glad to embrace the opportunity to place my 
nephew, and two other bays under your most fostering Christian care and tui- 
tion ; so that you will be pleased to issue special instructions for their being 
admitted 3 in the Assembly’s Institution. .... . Pray let the youthful mind have 
only as much knowledge of English as will enable it to comprehend every 
word of the Word, m comparision with which every scientific acquirement is 
as insignificant as the child’s whims. I leave these forlorn souls to you in 
the most earnest hope the Infinite Goodness will be most graciously pleased 
to regenerate them, and guide them in the narrow passage. By and bye, I 


'* The Italics are our own. Edit. 
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shall also place —— under your religious instruction, which I feel assured is the 
only efficient remedy to mitigate, if not to heal, the poor afflicted hearts.” 
We have other documents in our possession not less precise and definite than : 
that from which we now quote. : 

3. The petitioners have ventured to say that they have “but too great rea 
son for believing that temporal rewards have been held forth as inducements, 
and that even the passions of these young children have been tampered with 
to effect the end in view” [conversion]. We defy one and all of them to the 
proof. A fouler and more disgraceful libel than that of which they are here 
guilty was never penned. : 

4, 'The accusation brought against the Missionaries at Nasik, of “reviling 
in most unmeasured terms all thatthe natives hold dear and most sacred in 
their religion and observances,” is one which from our distance from the scene 
of their operations, we cannot rebut from our personal knowledge. It is one, 
however, to which, from our acquaintance with the high Christian character of 
our brethern at that place, we cannot attach the slightest weight. Conviction, 
it is admitted by them, as by every other Missionary in the country, must be 
the result ofa consistent announcement ofthe truth and legitimate reasoning, 

| accompanied by the divine blessing, and not of violent reproach, and unmeaning 
| invective. They allacknowledge that “the wrath of man worketh not the righ- 
teousness of God.” That noredress would be afforded to persons who might 
. have: their feelings wantonly injured inthe manner alleged by the petitioners, 
| is: most untrue. The Bombay Regulations make ample provision for the pun- 
a. ishment of religious insults ; and this, we are persuaded, most of the petitioners 
| know right well. Among their number there are individuals who should have 
been ashamed to complain, who were not only the quondam patrons of the Guja- 
1 rathi Acr or Reason, but its active translators, and who, in the native news- 
papers, have nearly exhausted, within these few months, the vocabulary of abuse; 
in their raillery against Christianity and its professors. 


o. That divisions and ruptures in families may follow conversions, we 

cannot and donot deny. It is with reference to them, and those which occur 
in larger communities, that our blessed Lord himself said, “Think not that I 
| am come to send peace‘on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 
| For I am come to set a man at variance: against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And 
a man’s foes shall be those of his own household. He that loveth father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daugh- 
ter more than me is not worthy of me.” Christianity, however, though it may 
be the occasion of these separations and variances, is most certainly not their 
cause. It fills the breast of those who embrace it with love to man, as well 
as love to God. It is its holiness and purity which stirs up the enmity of the 
carnal mind, and which begets a spirit of persecution in those who resist its 
claims. Its converts lose none of their affection for their kindred according 
to the flesh; but the love of Christ, the sovereign principle of their mind, com- 
pels them to forego their friendship when it cannot be retained without their 
denying the Lord who bought them, and without their abandoning his holy 
worship. In leaving all for Christ’s sake, in these circumstances, they evince 
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the purity of their principles—the power of that grace which is vouchsafed 
to them by the Holy Spirit. In a moral point of view, they stand infinitely 
higher than those, who restrained by the fear of man, suppress the workings 
of their consciences, conceal their actual belief, and pursue the course of hy- 
pocrites and deceivers. In the instances im which they find their civil and 
religious liberty, and their personal safety, respected in their families, they 
forsake them not; and it is only the actual or threatened violence of their 
relatives, or the experience of restraints, or the harsh and cruel discipline of 
caste, and its sinful demands, which constitutes them aliens in a social point of 
view, — in a religious point, they must be aliens, — from the communities with 
which they were formerly connected, and which forces them to seek for shel- 
ter and protection among their Christian brethren fromthe West. They aban- 
don not the civil right to the custody of their own offspring during the years 
of infancy and childhood; and though their children may sometimes be sur- 
reptitiously removed from them, they fail not to reclam them when oppor- 
tunities offer,and hesitate not most faithfully and tenderly to discharge the 
parental duties. When their partners are willing to stay with them after their 
conversion, they still cleave to them, for the institute of the Christian faith on 
this subject is most precise: —“If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, 
and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. And the 
woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to 
dwell with her, let her not leave him.” Christianity is not answerable for any 
separations which take place. It is only the intolerance prevalent in the 
land, which cuts asunder the ties of nature; and the unconverted natives on 
this account ought to remember that they have the remedy in their own hands. 
If they will agree to treat their converted friends with kindness, they: may 
have much of their society, and as, in some cases which are before our. view, 
find them dearer to themselves than ever. Instances are known to us in 
which after a few years the most vidlent opposition has subsided into cordial 
support; and in which those who at one time have been persecutors, have 
become the humble disciples of those whom they sought to injure. 

The conduct of the P&rsi youth, to whom the petitioners refer, in connex- 
ion with the divisions in families to which we have now alluded, has from first 
to last appeared to us to be of the most exemplary character. When it is pourt- 
rayed by the pen of truth, it will call forth on their behalf the highest 
admiration, or rather induce the exalted praise of God for the abundant grace 
conferred upon them in the hour of trial and temptation. Necessity alone, not 
merely supposed, but most fully ‘proved, to exist, in the highest court of this 
Presidency, compelled them to leave their homes, and to solicit protection from 
the missionaries. The attempt which is made to bring home: the 
charge of untruthfulness against the younger of them, Dhunjeebhoy Nowro- 
jee, in reference to one of his parents, as far as those who know the reai state 
of the case, as some of the petitioners do, is most disgraceful. It was not 
as alleged with the view of “ defeating the endeavours of his family to obtain 
through the aid of the Supreme Court possession of his person,” that he cha- 
racterized his father’s widow “ Sobhoy,” as only his step-mother; for the na- 
ture of Sobhoy’s relation to him, as every lawyer knows, had nothing to do 
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with the question of his personal liberty which was tried before the Court; 
but it was with the view of merely correcting en passant what he considered 
to be the error of his opponent. His own explanation of the matter, in his se- 
cond affidavit, is simple and natural: —“ Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee of Bombay, 
Christian inhabitant, maketh oath and saith, that his information about his 
family has been principally derived from his uncle Heerjeebhoy Dadabhoy 
mentioned in this deponent’s former affidavit in this matter, and from his other 
relatives, and that up to this present month, the said Heerjeebhoy Dadabhoy 
has uniformly stated to this deponent that the name of the mother of this 
deponent was Manickbhoy, and that the said Manickbhoy was not such a 
troublesome woman as Sobhoy mentioned in this deponent’s affidavit, as this 
deponent’s step-mother. And this deponent saith, that when this deponent 
resided at Arow near to Broach, he was informed by his oldest paternal uncle 
Hormusjee Dadabhoy, mentioned in this deponent’s former affidavit, in this 
matter, that the name of his, this deponent’s mother, was Manikbhoy.” Dr. 
Wilson swore that he had no personal knowledge of the parentage of the 
young man; but that long previous to his special inquiries on the subject of 
Christianity, he heard him speak of himself as having no mother alive. Mr. 
Campbell’s reasoning on the matter in the Court was most appropriate. “We 
say all our information had been gathered from Heerjeebhoy himself. We 
also give the subject of former conversations with Heerjeebhoy about Sobhoy, 
and unless you believe that Dhunjeebhoy has invented all this, it is impossible 
to believe Heerjeebhoy. Dr. Wilson affirms on oath, that he had always been 
informed by Dhunjeebhoy that Sobhoy was not his brother. Dhunjeebhoy 
does not now come forward to make this statement for the first time.’ Here ~ 
the matter stood in the Supreme Court. Since the trial, we have obtained a 
variety of positive evidence that Dhunjeebhoy was correct, and which we are 
prepared to adduce, should the Parsis again bring the matter into any tribunal 
competent to examine it. We mention a simple fact. Sobhoy, when asked 
by Mr. Warden of the Civil Service, late one of the Magistrates of Police, 
if Dhunjeebhoy was really her pet ka beta, (her own son), was silent, at the 
very moment too at which, at the instigation of some Parsis, she had applied to 
Mr. Warden to get anew writ of habeas corpus on her own behalf! But enough 
of this matter for the present. Let some of the Parsis, be cautious about 
their affidavits, and let them remember that those which we printed in June 
Jast, have long ere this had the verdict of the public pronounced upon them. 


6th. In order to impede as far as possible, the work of the conversion of the 
natives of India, and to awaken sympathy on their own behalf, the peti- 
tioners strive to blacken the character of the native Christians. The al- 
leged examples of depravity to which they specially refer, are those, it is 
remarkable, with which Protestant Missionaries have no connexion, the native 
Christians of Salsette, Goa, Travancore, and elsewhere, and whom we are 
under no particular obligations to defend. It so happens, however, that 
the character of these Christians, though not so high as those which are 
really the greatest eye-sore in the view of the petitioners, will stand an ho- 
norable comparison with that of their heathen and Muhammadan neighbours. 
The authorities at Tanna have been long accustomed to speak; on the 
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whole, in a favourable manner of the Christian population placed under their 
charge. ‘The native Christians at Goa conduct themselves better, to say 
the least, than their European masters. The Christians in Travancore and 
Cochin were declared by Mr. Baber, in his examination before a Committee 
of Parliament, to be “the best subjects the Travancore and Cochin Ra- 
jahs have.” “They are,” he added, “the most industrious, moral, and 
obedient, and many of them, I believe, opulent.” Messrs Connor and 
Ward, the Company’s surveyors, in the official report which we quoted 
in our October number, say of them:—“ Partially at least free from the 
prevarications that characterize the Nairs, they have an infinitely franker 
deportment, and seem capable of a more lasting attachment than they. If 
they have less capacity, their greater integrity might argue the possession 
of superior virtues. Peaceable and valuable subjects they return obedi- 
ence for toleration and protection.” Though individual nominal Christians, 
in India, as in every country of the world, may be found to equal, or even ex- 
ceed some of the heathen in their depravity, ‘t is because they break through 
greater restraints, and have their sin characterized by greater aggravations. 
This is quite in accordance with the analogy of nature; for “the richest 
soil breeds the rankest weeds.” Christianity itselfis holy in its motives, holy 
in its precepts, holy in its examples, and holy in its sanctions; and to the de- 
gree in which its glorious truths are taught and received by faith, it is the 
parent of morality. It is pure Christianity which the Missionaries, against 
whom the petitioners complain, seek to propagate in India. 

7th. Inone part ofthe document on which we comment, the petitioners 
make a great show of liberality. “If attempts to make converts,” say they, “were 
confined to men of fullage and understanding, whilst we might deplore, we 
could not complain of the labours of the Missionaries, and if any of our adult 
population capable of sound reflexion embraced the Christian faith, we could 
only lament their infatuation and pray that their desertion from their own re- 
ligion might be forgiven to them.” We were scarcely prepared for this ad- 
vance of profession, as only a few months have intervened between the pre- 
sent hour, and that in which some of the principal petitioners put themselves 
to the trouble of swearing inthe Supreme Court, “that itis an universal and 
inflexible rule of domestic government among Parsees, that the father has until 
his death, the entire control of his male-children of whatever age, and of their 
male descendants.” Now that it is before us, we are sorry to be compelled 
by the petitioners themselves to give it to the winds. Inthe second prayer 
with which they conclude their memorial, and to which we shall again advert, 
they entreat, that adult converts may be grievously persecuted, robbed of their 
wives and children, fined in a reasonable sum for their maintenance even when 
they are deprived of them, and forfeit all right and title to inherit the family 
or ancestorial property of their parents! This is “only lamenting the infatu- 
ation of,” and “ praying for forgiveness” for, converts with a vengeance!! 


8. Thetone and expressions of the petitioners would lead a stranger to 
believe that the late Parsi converts to Christianity were mere children in the 
proper sense of the term, and incompetent to form any judgment on the sub- 
ject of religion. This is not, however, a true statement of the case. The 
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parties whe prosecuted Dr. Wilson in May last, failed to prove that the 
younger was then below the age of sixteen years anda half. The elder is 
now in his twentieth year, and was himself a parent upwards of two years 
ago. “As to their education, and competency to judge for themselves in mat- 
ters of religion,” it was remarked by Dr. Wilson on a former occasion, “ the 
Parsis have not the slightest right to complain. It is long since they were 
both constituted disciples of Zoroaster on their own responsibility, and accord- 
ing to the forms of the Parsi faith. As far as their knowledge of the essential 
principles of Christianity is concerned, I believe that they would gain admit- 
tance into the strictest communion in Europe. The younger of them is not 
inferior in point of general education to any of the Parsi gentlemen who bear 
her Majesty’s commission of the Peace. Should any of them doubt the cor- 
rectness of my statement on this subject, I shall be happy to submit the matter to 
the judgement of any umpires who may be equitably selected by both parties, and 
who will permit a public examination to be conducted before judgment is pro- 
nounced.” This challenge has not yet been accepted. It should silence those 
to whom it was addressed. y 

While we distinctly mention the facts of the case connected with the case 
of the Parsi converts, and while we do not object on civil grounds to heathen 
parents having the guardianship of their children during absolute non-age, 
we would not be understood as insinuating, that we should not in any case re- 
joice to see faith in Christ exhibited in the earliest years of life. ‘The claims 
‘of God for the heart of man, are not morally suspended while responsibility 
exists. He can espouse to himself the affections of a child with the first 
dawnings of discernment and reflexion: “Out of the mouths of babes and 
sucklings, he hath ordained strength because of his enemies, that thou mayst 
still the enemy andthe avenger.” Let the natives around us rest satisfied 
by attempts to regulate the creeds of their offspring by moral suasion, and 
let them remember the account which they themselves must render to God 
for all the instruction which they impart to them. 

9, We are not called upon to defend the proceedings either of the 
Supreme Court or the Government of Bombay ; but for the sake of the peti- 
tioners, and the natives whom they seek to inflame, we shall say a few words 
respecting their complaints against these Honorable bodies. The Parsis suf- 
fered no detriment to their cause from the application to it of English law, for 
the Hindt law, the only other system of jurisprudence by which it could 
have been tried, would have found Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee to have been “of 
age,” on the completion of his sixteenth year. When they venture to say, that 
the judge never gave one moment’s consideration to the circumstances of the 
case,” they use language which by some may be interpreted as a punish- 
able contempt of Court. The question before the judge was simply one in 
which the interests of natives were concerned; and the youth, in whose behalf 
the writ of habeas corpus was issued, was left to choose his own abode. Par- 
liament has not sanctioned the recommendation of the report of the Select 
Committee, quoted by the petitioners;.and on questions of absolute right, 
natives and Europeans must of necessity stand on the same footing, while ~ 
equity is allowed to rule in our legislation: Nothing indecorous occurred on 
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the part of the defendant during the whole legal proceedings. The assis- 
tance of the Government was neither asked nor received by him on that oc- 
casion ;and in calling out the troops, it acted solely in its capacity of supreme 
conservator of the peace. Itis the height of presumption in any body of men, 
however respectable they may be, to seek to supplant it in the exercise of this 
function. Those who denominate themselves “ the most respectable persons 

of all castes,” saw the mob atthe Court, on the first day ofthe hearing of the 
ease, and they did not cause itto disperse. Where was the assurance to be 


found, except in their own declaration, that they were either willing or able to | 


disperse it, shouldit have collected onthe second day ? The proclamation 
which was circulated among the Parsis had not a single signature attached to 
it; and though it forbad all Zoroastrians to attend the Court with the exception 
of those connected with the proclamation, a considerable number were pre- 
sent in spite of it, while many had congregated in a neighbouring street. 
However offensive the arms of the soldiers might be to the pride of a few, they 
inspired a salutary fear in the minds of many; and the display of them was 
more merciful than their concealment, which might have encouraged a dis- 
turbance, similar to that which formerly occurred, and which might ultimate- 
ly have led to a loss of life. Nothing can be more absurd than the com- 
plaint of the petitioners that the members of the Government gave their “ good 
wishes” to the Missionaries, during the late trial; for “ good wishes” for the 
righteous spread of Christianity, essentially exist in allits disciples who are 
worthy ofthe name. Of these “ good wishes,” no expression was made, and 
no expression was sought. Dr. Wilson had no support, but in the reasona- 
bleness of his cause, and the law of the realm. The prosecuting Parsis, and 
some of their friends, were the only parties who communicated with Government 
during the pending of the trial. Wow improper their conduct was in this matter 
will appear from the following documents. 


ToL. R. Reip, Ese. Chief Secretary to Government. Sc. Yc. &c. Bombay. 
Sir, | | 

1. Onthe 10th of May last, a letter was addressed to you by “‘ Framjee Cow- 
asjee, Nowrojee Jamsetjee, Cursetjee Ardaseer, Bomanjee Hormasjee, Dhakjee 
Dadajee, Mahomed Ali Rogay, Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, Jugonnath Sunkersett, 
Dadabhoy Pestonjee, Cursetjee Cowasjee, Herjeebhoy Dadabhoy, Mahomed 
Ibrahim Mackba, Mohundass Madowdass, Munmohandass Davidass, Jehangeer 
Nasserwanjee, Cursetjee Rustomjee, and others,’’ complaining of alleged 


« 


‘‘ outrageous attacks lately made in the public prints of this place, on the whole | 


Native population, but especially against the Parsee community and the mem- 
bers of their Punchayet, in consequance ef the excited state of public feeling, 
relative tothe conversion of two Parsee boys to the Christian faith ;’’ and de- 
claring, on the part of the writers, that ‘‘ we have any reason to believe that 
the Missionaries themselves are the authors of some of the disgraceful para- 


graphs complained of, particularly of those which have appeared in the 


Bombay Gazette, in order ag we believe to prejudice the mind of Govern- 
ment, and European members of the community, against us during the 
trial of a question which we regard as of vital importance to our best in- 
terests ;’’ and intimating also on the part of the writers, that ‘‘ in vindication of 


our character, so shamefully assailed, and to point out to Government who are 
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the real disturbers of the public peace, it is our intention to make this letter ag 
public as the accusations themselves have been.”’ 


2. As one of the Missionaries of Bombay, and the individual more particu- 
larly concerned with the conversion of the two Parsi young men referred to, 
and as the person against whom the legal proceedings resorted to in the Supreme 
Court were directed, | felt particularly aggrieved by the above-mentioned un- 
truthful letter when it was presented to Government. I did not, however, con- 
sider it necessary then to ta ke any special notice of it, because I had every con- 
fidence that no charges presented against the missionary body in Bombay in 
an irregular manner, could form the ground of hostile proceedings on the part 
of Government, so well informed as to the peaceful professions and engagements 
of those who are employed in this country in seeking the propagation of Chris- 
tianity by instruction and moral suasion, and alive to the supreme importance 
of maintaining the strictest neutrality during the pending of all questions con- 
nected with religious liberty and civil right in Her Majesty’s Supreme Court of 
Judicature ; and because I perceived that the Honorable the Governor in Coun. 
cil, in replying to the above-mentioned letter, actually took no notice whatever 
of the charges directed against the Missionaries; and because one of the native 
gentlemen whose names are attached to the letter, apologized to me in his own 
behalf, and that of others, for having signed it in a moment of excitement, and at 
the urgent request of those whose influence he could not well withstand. 

3. It has just come to my knowledge, that the letter of Framjee Cowasjee, 
Esq., and others, has, along with other documents of a similar character, been 
presented to the Honorable the Court of Directors of the East India Company ;. 
and as the same means of information as to its correctness or incorrectness 
which exist in this country, are not possessed in England, I feel compelled, by 
the regard which I bear tomy own character, the love of justice and truth, 
and the uprightness of the agency employed by the Venerable the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, under whose direction I am employed in 
this country, respectfully to solicit the Honorable the Governor in Council to 
forward, by the earliest opportunity, to the Honorable the Court of Directors | 
this my unqualified denial of having been in any degree guilty in any of the 
matters referred to in the letter of Framjee Cowasjee, Esq. ond others; and, also 
to forward the accompanying affidavit of William McCallum, Esq, editor of the 
Bombay Gazette, and copies, certified by the Deputy Clerk of the Crown, of 
the affidavits filed by me during the trial in the Supreme Court * : 


to which I have already referred, and marked as on the margin ,* re i ig 8 
from which it will appear that neither I, nor any other Mission- ¢ ur mi ip ” 
ary, has the merit, or demerit, of being the author of any of ee q ue: m 
the paragraphs complained of as appearing inthe Bombay Gaz- it 1 Ww. 


ette, or were in any degree ‘“‘ the real disturkers of the public peace.” 

4. Having preferred my request to the Honorable the Governor in Council, 
T abstain from all crimination of any parties connected with the late disturb- 
ances, and | am, Sir, Your obedient humble Servant, 


Jouy Witsos, D. D. 
Bombay, 5th October, 1839. 


Deciaration oF THE Epiror or THE Bompay GAZETTE. 


In reference to a letter addressed to L. R. Reid, Esq., Chief Secretary to 
Government, signed by Framjee Cowasjee, Nowrojee Jamsetjee, and other 
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natives of Bombay, which letter was published in the Bombay Courier of the 
1th of May last, and copied into the Gazette of the 18th of the same month, 
{ hereby certify that the following paragraph, bearing reference to the Gazette 
and the part it took in regard to the matter of the conversion of the two Parsee 
youths, Dhunjeebhoy Nowrojee and Hormuzdjee Pestonjee is, as was stated 
in a leading article at the time, entirely without foundation, the articles which 
have appeared in the Gazette having been merely disinterested expressions of 
opinion without being either written or influenced by the Missionaries, as is 
in the letter referred to falsely declared. 

Extract. ‘We have further to request that you will bring to the notice of 
the Hon’ble Board, that we have every reason to believe that the Missionaries 
themselves are the authors of the disgraceful paragraphs complained of, parti- 
cularly of those which have appeared in the Bombay Gazette, in order as 
we believe to prejudice the mind of Government and European members of 
the community against us during the trial of a question which we regard as 
of vital importance to our best interests. In vindication of our character, so 
shamefully assailed, and to point out to Government who are the real dis- 
turbers of the peace, it is our intention to make this letter as public as the 
accusations themselves have been.”’ | 

That the declaration herein given by me is true, and that the assertion con- 
tained in the above quotation from the letter referred to, is false and unfound- 
ed, is hereby certified under my hand, this second day of October, 1839. 

Witrtiam McCatuivum, Editor, Bombay Gazette. 
Declared to and signed in my presence, 
Joun Skinner, J. P. 
Bombay, 2d October, 1839, 


_ The request ef Dr. Wilson, was complied with by the Government. 


10th. We are not prepared, in this place, to enter into the general ques- 
tion of the policy which should be pursued by Government in reference to 
the propagation of Christianity in India, though we hold a very decided, and, 
we flatter ourselves, not altogether an unenlightened opinion on the subject. 
We know that there are excellent men, most anxious for the spread of our 
holy faith, and who actually devote to the cause their zealous personal influ- 
ence, and who minister to it from the property with which God has entrust- 
ed them, who think that it would be neither lawful nor right, in a Christian 
point of view, for the Government to adopt any active measures for its 
advancement, and who, in their remonstrances with the Government, rest 
satisfied by merely calling upon it to cease to countenance idolatry and 
‘superstition; and we know that there are others of equal distinction, who 
think that the Government will never fully discharge its duty to its sub- 
jects, tall it recommend our holy faith to their notice, and directly contri- 
bute to the great work of unfolding to them its. sacred truths. Whatever 
arguments, founded on reasen and Scripture, either party may have to ad- 
duce in support of their opinions, we do not think that the allegation of 
the existence of pledges, and professions, either on the one side or the other, 
ought to destroy the influence of these reasons. We can point to declara- 
tions, in which chief authorities in India, have declared that it is obligatory 
fer the Government to,chserve strict neutrality in reference to the spread of 
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Christianity, which its members must nevertheless wish to see triumph; and we 
can point to others of an entirely opposite character. The petitioners have 
brought forward-the opinion of the late Governor General Lord William’ Ben- 
tinck ; and they could adduce some others precisely according with'it. Were 
they fally informed on the subject, however, they would find that the Company 
itself, and its highest functionaries, have often held language, and adopted 
measures, significant of their desire to see the natives converted, and calcu- 
lated to assist in bringing about this glorious result.— In illustration and 
confirmation of what we have now said, we shall adduce some unequivocal 
testimonies. 

The following is an important extract from “'The Rise and Progress of the 


British Power in India,” an excellent historical work published three years 


ago by Peter Auber, Esquire, for many years the principal Secretary to the 
Honorable the Court of Directors. 

‘By the Charter of 1698, the Company were bound to maintain a minister 
and school-master in every garrison and superior factory, and to set apart a 
decent place for the performance of divine worship..... Resident ministers 
in India were to learn the ‘ Portuguese and Hindoo languages, to enable them 
to instruct the Gentoos and others in the Christian religion.”’..... The Com- 
pany’s records afford many instances of the interest which was felt in very 
early periods of their establishment, to promote the diffusion of the Christian 
faith ; one or two will now be cited. In February 1659, writing to Madras, 
the Court stated:.....‘It hath pleased a worthy member of our society, Mr. 
Thomas Rich, to present us with six volumes of books, containing the Old 
and New Testament in several languages, it being his desire that they may be 
sent to remain in your factories, hoping it may be a means to propagate and 
spread the gospel in those parts, which is his and our earnest desire by all 
means possible to advance and further. We have, therefore, laden them on 
our ship Smyrna Merchant, and recommend them (as a. choice gift) unto you, 
to be carefully preserved and made use of for that intent and purpose for 
which they are designed. The like volumes, the said. Mr. Rich, hath given 
to be sent to Surat.’ 

And to the agents and council there in [677:..... ‘We send one Mr. 
Ralph Orde to be schoolmaster at our Fort, at the salary of £50 per annum, 
to commence from the time of his embarking here ; who is to teach all the 
children to read English, and to write and cipher, gratis; and if any of the 
other nations, as Portuguese, Gentoos, or others, will send their children to 


' school, we require that they be also taught gratis, and you are to appoint some 
eonvenient place’for this use ; and he is likewise to instruct them in the prin- 


eiples of the Protestant religion ; and he is to diet at our table.’ 


The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, whose labours had been 
directed to the same objects, having represented, in March 1744, that there 
were some vacancies by the removal of missionaries on the ccast, the Court 
advised their having permitted the Rev. Mr. Klein and the Rev. Mr. Breit- 
haupt to take passage upon those ships in order to carry on that good work 
among the Indians. 


In 1752, the Court agreed that the missionaries sent out by the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge should have the use of a church at mpiaciniensed 
and.at Madras, to continue in possession of them during pleasure. 
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‘And as a further encouragement to the said missionaries to exert them- 


selves in propagating the Protestant religion, we do hereby empower you to | 


give them, at*such times as you shall think proper, in our name, any sum of 


money, not exceeding five hundred pagodas, to be laid out in toh manner, 


and appropriated to such uses as you shall approve of; and you are hereby 
directed to give us, from time to time, an account of the progress made by 
them in educating entre and retells g the Protestant religion, together 

with your opinion upon their conduct in general, and what further encourage- 
ment they deserve.’ 

The foregoing extracts evince the desire which existed in former times to 
extend the blessings of Christianity in a-country from whence England de- 
rived such pecuniary advantages. 


Religion is not to be propagated by the sword, or by force ; but lukewarm- 


ness on the one hand, and intemperance on the other, has each in its turn 
been of great injury to the cause of Christianity, whilst ignorance presents 


the strongest and safest grounds upon which imposture can be erected. Thus 


Mahomedanism with all its horrors of despotism, united with the less fierce 
but not less destructive creed of the Hindoo, have placed the millions in the 
East in the wretched state of moral degradation and idolatrous impurity, pan- 
dering to the passions of ignorant and besotted myriads, and enchaining them 
in a slavery both of body and soul, from which it may be the privilege of a 
British Government to take measures for emancipating them. 

Great and laudable anxiety is manifested to communicate the improvements 
of law and the discoveries of science. Why should there be a hesitation in 
desiring to impart to the natives of India juster notions on the subject of 
religion ?. 

From the Parliamentary papers connected with the grant of the Charter 
of 1813, we take the following notices. 


The ever-to-be-honoured Baptist missionaries at Serampore, in a memorial 


to the Governor General, dated 30th September, 1807, say, 


3. They entreat permission further to state, that one of your Lordship's me- 
morialists and his friend, since dead, landed at Calcutta in the year 1793; who 
being soon after entrusted by a gentleman high in the service, with the care 
of two indigo works in the district of Dinagepore, began to learn the Ben- 
gallee language, translate the Scriptures and dispense Christian instruction 
to the natives of that and the neighbouring districts ; and although this has 
continued for six years, nothing appeared on the part of the natives but the 
highest satisfaction. 4. That the Right Honourable Lord Teignmouth, being 
then Governor General of India, was pleased to grant these two missionaries 
the covenants of that time, yraliteld to British subjects in India. 5. They 
entreat permission further, humbly to represent that in the year 1799, four 
other missionaries arriving at Serampore, were imvited by his Becetichoy: 
Colonel Bie, late Governor at Serampore, to settle in that Colony, open an 
European school, set up their printing press, and instruct the natives of that 
settlement in Christianity, under the patronage of His Danish Majesty ; and 


that your Lordship’s memorialists felt it their duty to accept His Excellency’ Ss 
invitation. . 


. His Majesty (Gongs the First) was pleased to write them [the | 


Daiish missionaries in Tranquebar] two letters, in the first of which, 
bearing date August 23d, 1717, His Majesty was pleased to express his satis- 
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faction at the success of their labours, and to assure them of the continuance 
of his royal favour; and in the second, dated February 23d, 1727, twenty-two 
years after the mission had been founded (a period in which the dissemination 
of the Scriptures and the baptism of a multitude of the natives had fully 
developed its nature and tendency) His Majesty was pleased to express his 
satisfaction in terms still stronger, to assure them that a constant account of 
the progress of their mission would be acceptable, and to ‘‘pray that they 
might be assisted in this good work, that its perpetuity might not fail in gen- 
erations to come.”’ 

The Rev. Dr. Claudius Buchanan, in a letter to Lord Minto, dated the 
7th November, 1807, says :-— | 

During the administration of the Marquis Wellesley, the spirit of promot-. 
ing, learning, and religion in India, was general and ardent... . 

The Honourable Court sent out to Fort St. George, a marble monument to 
be erected in the church of St. Mary, to the memory of Mr. Swartz, inscribed 
with a suitable epitaph, and they announced it in their general letter dated 
29th October, 1806, as a testimony of the deep sense they entertained of his 
transcendant merit, of his unwearied labours in the cause of religion and 
piety, and of his public services at Tanjore, where the influence of his name 
and character was for a long course of years productive of important benefits 
to the Company. The Honourable Court further adds: “ On no subject has 
the Court of Directors been more unanimous, than in their anxious desire to 
perpetuate the memory of this eminent person, and to excite in others an 
emulation of his great example.” They direct finally, that “ translations shall 
be made of the epitaph into the country languages, and published at Madras, 
and that the native inhabitants shall be encouraged to view the monument.”’ 

I now beg leave to request your Lordship’s attention to the plea on which 
these proceedings against the Protestant missionaries have been grounded. It 
is this; ‘that the public faith has been pledged to leave the natives in the un- 
disturbed exercise of their religions.” This is a proper pledge of our legis- 
lature. It is proper not to disturb the natives in the exercise of their religion; 
nor has this pledge ever been broken, directly or indirectly. It is proper not 
to interfere with, or by violence to prevent, the superstitions of the natives, 
if not criminal in itself, or affecting the public peace. But if, by the expres- 
sion ‘not disturbing the natives in the exercise of their religion,’ be meant 
that “we are not to use means for diffusing the knowledge of Christianity 
among them,” then it is to be observed that this pledge has been violated by 
every Government in India, and has been systematically broken by the Ho- 
nourable the East India Company from the year 1698 to the present time. 
The fact is, they have pledged themselves to a conduct just the reverse. The 
Kast India Company hold this country by a Charter, which expressly stipulates 
that they shall use means to instruct the Gentoos, &c., in the Christian reli- 
gion. William III., September 1698. And this stipulation is in perfect ac- 
cordance with their pledge of not disturbing the natives in the exercise of 
their superstitions by force, inasmuch as it is a very different thing to apply 
arguments to the mind and to inflict wounds on the body. It is their duty to 
civilize their barbarous subjects, and to teach them humanity, and for that 
purpose, to address their understandings and their affections. At the same. 
time it is their duty not to disturb the exercise of their superstition by eom- 
pulsory act; and the legislature has stipulated for the performance of both 
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duties, and the first duty is as positive as the second. They first stipulate to 
do good, and they next stipulate not to do evil; and in consequence of this 
stipulation, the Honourable Company have constantly aided the Christian 
Missions in India, and at this time, they devote a considerable sum annually 
to their support. The Protestant Mission in Bengal commenced in 1758 
The Honourable Company’s ships brought out the annual supplies for this 
mission, and before the year 1770, religious tracts were translated into the 
Bengallee language ; and Hindoo Christians preached to their countrymen, 
in the time of Hastings, in the town of Calcutta. This Mission continued its 
labours till about the year 1800, when the supply of Missionaries from Europe 
failed. It was succeeded by the present Mission at Serampore in 1793. 

The Calcutta mission was of extensive use in disseminating Christian prin- » 
ciples through Northern India. They sent Arabic New Testaments to the 
court of Shah Allum, the Mahometan King of Hindostan, then resident at 
Allahabad. The priests of His Majesty returned their thanks to the Mission- 
aries, and requested that “the supply might be continued.’ It was continued 
for a time, and an investment of Arabic Bibles is soon expected, under the 
sanction of the Honourable Company, for a similar purpose. | 

We are able to state various instances in which the supreme and subor- 
dinate Governments of India have openly and directly encouraged and sup- 
ported Christian missions since the time to which the latest of these quo- 
tations refer, and for some of which the East India Company has taken cre- 
dit to itself in documents laid before Parliament. We give two examples. 
Bishop’s College at Calcutta, intended principally to train up native preach- 
ers for the conversion of the inhabitants of India, received a grant of twen- 
ty-five acres of land, for buildings, gardens, and pleasure-ground. The 
Madras Government lately presented Rupees 3000 to the American Mission 
at Madura, for the support of Schools.* | 

11. The petitioners refer to the sentiments of Sir Thomas Munro, the 
Honorable Mountstuart Elphinstone, and Sir John Malcolm, in support of 
their views; but facts, stubborn, incontrovertible facts, forbid us to give 
them the free and full benefit of these high authorities. There is sucha _ 
thing as attending, and profiting by, the school of experience ; and. it. is not 
always for an illustration of our progress in evil, that we can say, 

Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in. illis. 


The worthy trio, to whom we allude, remained not stationary in their views © 
and feelings, while the mighty work of Christian benevolence was making 
progress in the land, and while through it the highest interests of the natives, 
to whom they felt so great an attachment, were advanced. beaks 

Sir Thomas Munro, was certainly unduly excited by the indiscreet man- 
ner in which an assistant-collector sought to propagate Christianity, in con- 
nexion with his public duties in a public office; but he himself showed so 
much regard, in 1820, to the peaceful advancement of our holy faith, that 


“ The liberality of the Madras Government, in this instance, is gratefully 
acknowledged in the Report of the American Board of Commissioners for. 
Foreign Missions for 1838, p. 88. The same document also refers to a do- 
nation of £200 from the Government of Ceylon, for schools in that island. 
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he gave his best counsel as to the preparation of tracts and the translation of 
the Scriptures.. The Honorable Mountstuart Elphinstone regularly and li- 
berally contributed to the Bombay Bible Society, and to the several Mis- 
sionary Institutions in this presidency, giving about three or four hundred 
rupees: annually to each of them; and, as Governor, he assigned several 


pieces of ground to the American Mission for the erection of schools. | ll 


John Malcolm, who also gave his personal contributions to the cause, grant- 
ed permission, in our own hearing, to Missionaries to settle in all parts of 
the country, and publicly gloried, in the modification, or renouncement, of 
the sentiments expressed by him in his Political History of India. In his 
last work, “'The Government of India,” he says : — “The schools of the Mis- 
sionary Societies, as well as those who are brought up privately, must, as 
before stated, have a right to stand for prizes at every public examina- 
tion. The object is to diffuse knowledge, and this is attained in whatever 
way it be acquired.” “The Missionaries of the different Societies established 


at Bombay have been most useful in spreading education. Several of these 


within the Bombay territories, are men as distinguished for their ability as 
piety, and from the familiar manner in which they live and associate with 
the natives, have acquired a remarkable knowledge of their language and 
habits. This I have ever pe them ready to apply to the reputation and 
strength of the Government.” ‘The following correspondence with this 
great man In connexion with the matter to which we now refer, is sufficient- 
ly precise. | 
To tHE Honorasie Masor-Generat Sir Joun Marcon, G. c. B. 
-GovERNOR OF BomBAy, &c. &c. &. 


Sir piers the Ist. November, 1830, at the meeting of the Bombay Missionary 


Union; which is composed of the agents of the London Mission in Surat,— . 
the Scottish Mission in the Kenkan, Bombay, and Poona,—and the Ameri- 


can Mission in Bombay.— . 

It was cordially and unanimously resolved — That the grateful. acknow- 
ledgements of the union should be presented to the Honorable Major General 
Sir John Malcolm, G. C. B , Governor of Bombay, for the facilities which 
he has granted for the Wodtahine of the Gospel in all parts of the Bombay 


territories, for his honorable exertions for the abolition of Sati, and for the kind 


manner in which he has countenanced Christian education. 


The preceding resolution will be accepted by you as the humble, but sincere, | 
offering of those connected with it. It contains the expression of their gra- 


titude for the aid received from you in the prosecution of a work, which I 


am persuaded, is associated with the best feelings of your heart, and the fur-— 


therance of which must be viewed as the most clorious result of Britain’s 
sway in: these extensive and interesting regions. 


I have the honour, Sir, to subscribe myself, your most obedient Wivible servant,- 


Joun Witson, 
Bombay, 12th. November 1830. | Secretary to the Bombay Missionary Union. 


To THE Neoipeaqoage Joun Witson SECRETARY OF THE BomBay Missionary 


UNION. 


Sir, —I entreat you to convey to the Bombay Missionary Uiiion, ‘that they 
may communicate to the Societies of which they are the agents, my warm 
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and sincere thanks for the kind expression of their sentiments, and | beg that 
you will assure them that itis solely to their zeal, and Christian humility, 
combined, as I have ever found it, with aspirit of toleration and gocd sense 
that I owe any power I have possessed, of aiding them in their good and pious 
objects, which, pursued as they are by the members of the Societies who 
have honoured me with their approbation, must merit and receive the support 
of all who take an interest in the promotion of knowledge, the advancement 
of civilization, and the cause of truth. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, . 
Joun Matcorm. 


Our readers will be at no loss to’ apply the facts which we have now notic- 
ed, as far as Sir Thomas Munro, the Honorable M. Elphinstone, and Sir 
John Maleolm are concerned. We beg their attention to a passage in Lord 
William Bentinck’s reply to the address of the Calcutta Missionaries which 
_ the petitioners have found it convenient to omit. “ The offer of relixion in the 
schools of the missionary is without objection. It is, or is not, accepted. If it 
is not, the other seeds of instruction may take roat, and yield a rich and 
abundant harvest of improvement and future benefit. I would give them as 
an example in support of this advice, the school founded exactly on these 
principles, lately superintended by the estimable Mr. Duff, that has been at- 
tended with such unparalleled success. I would say to them Jinally, that they 
could not send to India too many labourers in the vineyard, hike those whom I 
shave now the gratification of addressing.”* 

12.. The petitioners make’ some allusion to Marathi schools in the Col- 
lectorate of Pund,in which they allege that “ Missionary tracts and books have 
been and are publicly allowed to be read and circulated.” We are not able 
to give a precise statement of the facts of this case. We must say, however, 
that we know of many missionary tracts and books which are suited for 
schools of every character, and which even the indigenous schoolmasters 
throughout the country, are most happy to receive, and some of which will 
be found on inquiry to be used even by the Native “Education Society. Un- 
less there is to be a complete falsification of all History and Geography, the 
principal facts and events connected with Christianity, must find their way 
into proper school-books. On this subject, we lately observed some striking 
remarks in the Friend of India, to which, on another occasion, we may 
advert. 

13. We now find ourselves at the prayer of the memorial; but as there 
is not the slightest reason to believe, that it can. for one recipi: be entertain- 
ed, we shall not extend our observations. Nothing can be more absurd than 
to call for the passing of laws for impeding the conversion of Ane natives to 
our holy faith. : : 

(1.) There is no such impression either in the European or - native commu: 
nity, as will beget or foster the belief, that, on the part of the missionaries, 
i thing of an improper character was done in the “case which recently 


aie 


sisal aaa, oi . * The Italics are our own. 
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happened.” It would be not difficult for us to procure an expression of sym- 
pathy of an entirely opposite character. Missionary schools in the interior 
are everywhere acceptable to the people who avail themselves of their ad- 
vantages, else they could not exist. There are thousands of parents, who 
are perfectly willing that their children should receive Christian instruction, 
who would hesitate to give any “sanction in writing” in reference to this sub- 
ject, from the apprehension that in consequence they might be persecuted 
nearly to death by tyrannical Panchayats, and the heroes of caste. It is suf- 
ficient that they themselves send their children to the schools, or willingly 
permit them to attend. The Hindd Rishis, have fixed the age at which a 
youth arrives at his majority at sixteen years ;* and these far-seeing sages, 
did they still retain their olden spirit, if they again visited the world, would 
propose at least the banishment of the petitioners for imagining the propriety 
of a more extended age. Muhammad would not be more indulgent to the 
folks of his family. Even in England, personal liberty is secure for a youth 
at fourteen, though he does not obtain control over his property till he is 


twenty-one; and the precocity of the human constitution in India must 


never be overlooked. 

(2.) The insolence and injustice which calls upon Christian men to pass an 
act legally to deprive converts to their own faith of their wives and children,-- 
to bind them to support them when in a state of alienation from their 
authority, — and to deprive them of “all right and title to inherit family, or 
ancestorial property,” except what may be bequeathed by will, are unparal- 
leled. From the display which has been made of them, we learn how little 
disposed some persons are calmly to reason and reflect on any question con- 
nected with the economy of public Government, and how weak the native 
religions are in themselves when called to conflict with Christianity. Some 
of the petitioners, we are happy to state, are startled at the infatuation which 
has led them to commit themselves in a case so evidently connected with the 
natural and inalienable rights of their fellow-creatures. Most of them, we 
have learnt, dread the publication of their names. 

(3.) We object not to the multiplication of Government schools throughout 
the length and breadth of the land, though we wish them conducted on 
somewhat different principles from those of the Native Education Society, 
and established, in the first instance, in those places in which they are most 
needed, Even their proximity to mission schools, would not destroy the lat- 
ter institutions; and their own working may not be exactly what the peti- 
tioners expect. ‘The sooner they make up their minds to a solemn considera- 


* We could adduce many Sanskrit distichs in which fifteen years is given as 
the date at which a youth arrives at his majority. ‘ The distinction may be 
thus recapitulated,” says Colebrooke, in his digest of Hind Law; “a minor 
(bala) is in early infancy to the end of his fourth year, and called kuméra ; in 
law he is an infant to the end of his seventh year, and in this period of his 
life is called shishya ; he is called a boy (pogenda) from his fifth to the end of | 
his ninth year; and his adolescence as kisora continues from the tenth to the 


_. end of the fifteenth year.’’ Sir Thomas Strange thinks that the weight of 


authority is in favour of a majority at the completion of the sixteenth year. 
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tion of the claims of the Bible, so much the better. Their best friends are 
those who tell them the whole truth on this subject. Upwards of five yéars 
ago, we expressed ourselves as follows: — “There is great inconsistency in 
the practice of the principal supporters of the educational institutions from 
which Christianity is excluded. They refrain, they say, from interfering with 
the religious belief of the natives, and yet they deliberately teach the ele- 
ments of Geography and Astronomy, which will inevitably prove its destruc- 
tion. They will not present to the scholar any system of truth on which the 
soul may repose, by which it may be delivered from sin, and by which it may 
be prepared for the duties of life, and the services of heaven; but they will 
congratulate themselves, like the ‘General Committee of Public Instruction 
in Bengal’ [a strictly Government body], ‘when an impatience of Hindtism, 
and a disregard of its ceremonies, are openly avowed by many young men of 
respectable birth and talents, and entertained by many more, who outwardly 
conform to the practices of their countrymen.* ‘The eyes of the principal 
natives, we trust, will soon be open to their best interests. The question, 
they should perceive, is not whether their religion shall be destroyed by edu- 
cation, but whether for it they are to receive any substitute.” 

(4.) Had it been our object to indulge in personalities, and to direct the scorn 
and mockery of the public, against the individuals who have risen up 
against us, we could have now shown that, with regard to some of them, 
we are not not destitute of the opportunity. A more hallowed purpose, 
however, has guided our endeavours; and we trust that our opponents 
will see that we have acted merely in defence of ourselves, and the 
cause of truth and holiness. In taking leave of them, we beg again 
to disclaim the slightest wish on our part to be accessory to their in- 
jury, and to express the hope, and the prayer, that the day may not 
be far distant, when they will give us the fullest credit for the sincerity 
of the profession which we now make. We supplicate for their wel- 
fare in time and eternity; and for the promotion of it we are ready, 
through divine grace, to perform any amount of labour, and to undergo any 
amount of suffering which. may be required at our hand. We wish not to 
be execrated even by the few last men of the passing generation; but should 
this be our lot, we shall be content humbly to seek the approbation of that 
God whom we desire to serve in the Gospel of his Son, and to indulge the 
hope, founded on his own infallible word, that his cause will soon triumph, 
_in spite of the errors of its friends, and the opposition of its enemies. Many 
will still run to and fro’, and knowledge will be encreased. Christ has been 
lifted up, and he will draw all men unto him. Men shall be blessed in him: 
all nations shall call him blessed. 

As the writer of this article, has no objection to assume the personal 
responsibility which it involves, he subscribes his name. 

Joun WILson. 
Bombay, January, 1840. 


* Report for 1832. 
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